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Scripture--Philippians 3:1-11
1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you.
2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the circumcision,
who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— 4 though I myself have
reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I
had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I
may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power
of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may
attain the resurrection from the dead.

Main Idea--Righteousness Is From God--Pedigree and Performance are Insufficient
Characteristics of True Believers (v. 3)
● Worship by the spirit of God
● Glory in Christ Jesus
● Put no confidence in the flesh
Misplaced Confidence in the Life of the Apostle Paul-Pedigree:
● Ritual--circumcised on the eighth day
● Relationship--of the people of Israel
● Respectability--of the tribe of Benjamin,
● Rearing--a Hebrew of Hebrews;
Performance:
● Religion--as to the law, a Pharisee;
● Reputation--as to zeal, a persecutor of the church
● Righteousness--as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
In Heaven’s Court--Paul’s Forensic Accounting--But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. (v.7)
Breathing, but not alive--Acts 9:1-4 v. New Life--righteousness from God that depends on faith… (v.9)

Application-#1 Can you identify with relying on:
● your pedigree (religious rituals, upbringing, parent’s faith, church affiliation) or
● performance (doing works of righteousness)
to make you right before God? How has that changed?
#2 What in your past would you identify as rubbish? For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in
order that I may gain Christ.

Moving from Teaching to Obedience
By Cindy Miller
A life reflecting biblical obedience could be described as one who loves God with his whole heart, soul and mind,
and loves his neighbor as himself. By definition biblical obedience is submission or adherence to biblical principles.
To obey one must first have some knowledge of those principles. Yet simply knowing a truth does not necessarily
affect behavior. Have you ever been in a situation where you knew the right thing to do, but chose not to?
Obtaining biblical knowledge is a great pursuit. But how do we move from teaching that results in biblical knowledge
to biblical obedience? Recently a small group leader was telling me about the study her group was doing on the
Tigress and Euphrates Rivers. Now, don't get me wrong. Knowing about the Tigress and Euphrates is not a bad
thing. But what I need to know, and what I believe most spiritually growth oriented individuals want, are more
practical concepts, such as how to better love my husband, how to obey my boss, how to care for parents who live
almost 500 miles away, and how to be a godly influence on my four little nieces that I see only a few times a year.
And if I ever want to know about the Tigress and Euphrates I'll go find a map!
Small group leaders, the caregivers and shepherds of the Church, need to live lives worthy of imitation.
Throughout the Bible believers are called to a higher standard of living. In 1 John 2:6 we are exhorted that "whoever
claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did." Paul writes in I Corinthians 4:16, "therefore, I urge you to imitate me."
The material used in a small group is only partially responsible for spiritual development. Small group leaders
mentor as much, and possibly more, by their actions as they do by the depth of their lessons. For teaching to result
in biblical obedience it must be observed, experienced and applicable and include accountability. Small group
members may use the leader's actual behavior to rationalize their own actions, good or bad. Therefore, observable
learning occurs as a result of the leader's actions. Think about what your group members learn just by watching you.
Does your walk and talk match? Are there inconsistencies that plant seeds of cynicism or doubt in the hearts of
group members?
Experiential learning brings conviction and commitment. For example, groups that take on a community project
experience servanthood first hand. Not to mention that gratitude for one's blessings (home, safety, job, family,
friends and good health) is more deeply felt following an afternoon spent at a children's home or a women's shelter.
Life change occurs with experiential teaching.
Relevant teaching with life application reinforces biblical principles. An illustration from the leader's personal
experience, whether of success or failure, is beneficial. Nothing speaks to the heart of the group member better than
hearing about an encounter with God and how it changed a life for the better. When I learned that one of my small
group leaders had made some of the same mistakes as I during her pre-Christian life, I did not feel like such an
outsider. I not only learned about God's character, forgiveness and becoming a new creation, I began to believe I
was loveable in spite of my flawed past. Facts about forgiveness and character do not have the impact of real life
examples.
And finally, teaching that leads to biblical obedience must have an element of accountability. What is truth
good for if we do not, in love, ask the tough questions? Accountability is a natural follow up when a person admits
their need for change. And in the safe environment of a small group, accountability should be a natural occurrence.
As small group leaders, we will be reproducing ourselves. Question: Are you living the life that you are asking group
members to live? Are you living a life that you would want imitated? What they need to see is a life of authenticity
being lived out, real and honest. Biblical obedience comes when people are brought to a place where they express,
"as best I am able, I will follow Jesus," and then look for ways to accept and act on what God is teaching them. You
can tell this is happening when they are willing to set aside their own agenda and allow God to reveal His plan.

